From Latin meaning “coming” or “arrival.” We
are entering into the season to mark with
anticipation the birth of Jesus the Christ in tingt f
Advent over two thousand years ago. Advent is
also marked with expectation and preparation fg
the coming of Jesus again in power. We, the
church, look forward to his coming to deliver us
from this world filled with pain, suffering and évi

Advent is the beginning of the church year. The
season begins on the fourth Sunday prior to
Christmas day, which is the Sunday closest to
November 30. In recent years the liturgical colof
of Advent shifted from purple to royal blue. This
helped change the focus from penitent to hope §
anticipation of the coming of Jesus. The color,
royal blue, is the symbol of royalty, or water (fro
Genesis 1) or the use of bright blue to symbolizg
the night sky from where the announcement car
from with the choir of angels. The symbolism in
the Advent wreath as it is utilized in the church
and in some of our homes includes: hanging of
greens symbolizes the new and everlasting life
brought through Jesus the Christ. The circle of t
wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity
and His endless mercy that has no beginning ar
no end. The candles symbolize the light of God
coming into the world through the birth of his so
Jesus. The four outer candles represent the per
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continued on page 2

Advent/Daughters of the King
Readings for December
Schedule of Events/Wednesday Night Suppers

A note on the Stained Glass Windows

“Daughters

of the Kivig

...an observation by Susalvé&y

In September, Sr. Sandra Raney asked the w

been a big joiner
sometimes overwhelm me and rules are not alw
easy to follow. | have been a rebel at heart! E
doff I went. | was overwhelmed at first. There @5
much information to take in. “Founded in 1885
Margaret J. Franklin at the Church of the Hq
Sepulcher in New York City, the Order of th
» Daughters of the King© ...undertake a Rule
Life, incorporating the Rule of Prayer and Servi
A Daughter pledges herself to a life-long progr:

spread of Christ’'s Kingdom and the strengthen
» of the spiritual life of her parish.” Just to knakis
program has touched so many women
incredible. But it was Sandi’s unbelievable gift

went back. | studied the weekly assignments

de¢ead the readings from the Bible. Someth
happened to me. | felt a deeper understandin
what it is to be a Christian. Alpha had started

on this path years ago, but | let it go a lit
dormant. The women in the group are wonder
They are so full of love and thoughtfulneg
wisdom and caring for each other and for {
community. | now look forward to getting m
cross and becoming a DOK member. | have a
to learn, to explore, and to share. So if you h
ever had the feeling that your prayer life could
better, talk to Sandi. Join the DOK.

sharing the Holy Spirit that caught my attention.

men

of St Francis to attend an introductory meeting| of
The Order of the Daughters of the King®©. | have
been searching for a way to enhance my prayer life
and learn more about my prayer path. | have never
of groups. Organizations
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of waiting, the four Sundays, which themselves
symbolize the four centuries of waiting between
the prophet of Malachi and the birth of Christ. The
lighting of the candles tells us a story on our
journey through Advent. Lighting of the first
candle is the candle of “expectation” or “hope.” | Isaiah 64:1-9

This candle helps us focus our anticipation of the Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19
coming of Christ. The other three candles are | 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
associated with different parts of the story we Mark 13:24-37
recount during the season. On the third Sunday|of
Advent, there is a pink or rose candle for JoysThi
sometlmes marks the high p.omt of the seasondr . ..v 35 1-10
shift from solemn to a more joyous tone with thg

impending Nativity of Jesus. The center, white 5 Taaelir;rSSI:sf?itS
candle is called the Christ Candle and is Mark 1'1-.8

traditionally lit on Christmas Eve and/or
Christmas Day.

As we come together to prepare with anticipatio
of the arrival of God’s light to the world, Jesus o
Christ. Let us not forget HE is the reason for the
season. Let us shine HIS light to the world of

darkness, of evil and for some, great sadness.

" |saiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Amen.

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1: 26-38
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PARISH HALL
DECEMBER 17, 2011 AT 10AM
Please bring 4 dozen cookies for the exchange. We will use
some of the cookies to fill cookie tins that will be taken to
shut-ins and some will be used for the reception table during
the Church Advent Walk. Cookie tins for shut-ins will be
provided.

% # boHg(
DEeCEMBER 18, 2011 FROM 2PM TO 5PM.
You are invited to visit the following churches any time
between 2pm and 5pm: The Abbey (20 East 16" Street,
Scottsbluff), Calvary Lutheran (17 East 27" Street,
Scottsbluff), First Christian Church (2102 Ave A, Scottsbluff,
NE), First Presbyterian Church (101 East 20" Street,
Scottsbluff), First United Methodist Church (900 O Street,
Gering), First United Methodist Church (2002 4™ Ave,
Scottsbluff), St. Agnes Catholic Church (2314 3" Ave,
Scottsbluff), and St. Francis Episocpal Church (you know
where this one is!).

#ES*

DECEMBER 24, 2011 AT 7:00PMm
Join us for Christmas Eve worship.

&++ &

OR

# S8

DECEMBER 24, 2011 AT 11:00PMm
Join us for Christmas Eve worship.

&++ &

We will NOT gather for worship on Christmas Day.

continued from page 1

Wednesday Night Suppers

Since the beginning of our season we have
served approximately 350 meals to those
wishing to have a night off from cooking. We
have many of the same parishioners each wee
as well as guests. Everyone is invited who

wants a night off from cooking. The meals arg

ordered and the menu written by Jr. Warden
Randy Yates and Deacon Brown organizes the
cooking and preparation. We are glad to have
various members help with the cooking.
Regulars are Don Kepler, Ken Gilles, Al
Williams, and until his recent surgery, Vic
Brenizer. We have served soups, sandwiches
enchiladas, prime rib, and chili. Volunteers
have been doing the clean up for which the
cooks appreciate their help. Volunteers also

bring salads, side dishes and desserts. A “fre¢

will” offering is taken each week and had
always been sufficient to cover the cost of the
food. The Wednesday Night Suppers have
been able to cover the cost of running the
kitchen, including funerals and special
occasions such as the monthly celebration of
birthdays and anniversaries. We will be on
hiatus until after the Advent Season due to the
number of activities going on in the
community.
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A Note on the Stained Glass Windows

We recently received an email, including picturesOn Sunday December 8we are participating in
from Rod Scott of Architectural Glassarts in the downtown church walk. This annual event
Lincoln showing the progress they are making ongives people an opportunity to see the Christma

the restoration of our stained glass windows. As decorations of various churches in Scottsbluff ar

many of you know, we thought the windows Gering. Along with an assortment of Christmas
would be returned and in place some time ago. cookies, we will be featuring a slide show of the
Unfortunately, there was substantial dry rot in theStained Glass Restoration.

window frames that required far more attention

than was originally anticipated. The bad news is In the midst of our physical preparations for
most of the windows will not be completed beforeChristmas, let’s not lose sight of our spiritual
Christmas. The good news is that the workmen preparations for the coming of our Lord Jesus

are being meticulous in the restoration and Christ.

because we have a fixed bid contract, the

additional costs will not be passed on to us. Blessings, Fr. Kelsey
I"#
$ % &(&

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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